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                  ST. PAUL MALMESBURY WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL

                 ANNUAL VILLAGE MEETING HELD ON 21ST APRIL 2011

                               AT ALL SAINTS CHURCH, CORSTON

PRESENT
:
           Councillor Henderson - Chairman

                                                                  Hatherell - Vice Chairman

                                                                  Payne

                                                                  Budgen

                                                                  Barton

                                                                  Pym

                                                                  Merriman

APOLOGIES 

:                              Ingham

                                                                   Lee

                                                                  Vincent

IN ATTENDANCE                 Councillor Thomson

                                                 Mr. I. Mace - Neighbourhood Watch - Co-ordinator

                                                 P. C. Humphries - Wilts Police

                                                 Mrs. M. Inwards - Reading Room Committee

                                                 Mrs. D. Clogg and Mrs. C. Staff - Tree Wardens

                                                 Mrs. E. Marriage - Corston Play Field Committee

                                                 Mr. K. Painter - Seagry School

The Chairman warmly welcomed all to our Annual Village Meeting.  Apologies were received.

The Minutes of the last Annual Village Meeting were signed as a true and correct record.

THE CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
The Chairman read out a prepared report of happenings of the past year :-

 Last year the Chairman waved the Wootton Bassett motorcyclists off at 

Hullavington Airfield (in our Parish) and this year waved them farewell at Cowbridge as they left for their Ride of Respect.  They used the A429 the spine road running through our Parish.  Your Council is always looking to ensure this road is maintained as well as possible.  The Corston - Malmesbury pavement is currently giving us most concern and Mr. Hussey is organising a Corston speedwatch.  We organise Parish Stewards highway work for a day or so a month, and more salt bins have been ordered following the severe winter weather.  The cycle path from Cowbridge to Malmesbury being laid under a Section 106 Agreement by Sustrans looks unlikely to happen.  Wiltshire County are hoping to switch off most lights during the early morning hours, and we are gauging residents reactions to this with a Parish Survey before our June 16th meeting.

Virtually all Planning Applications which are sent to us for comment receive our approval.  The new Wiltshire Spatial Strategy Document under our new Localism Bill might allow more building in the countryside and hence in our Parish where currently none is allowed.

In these straightened financial times our Precept for next year has not been increased.  Two more grand notice boards; worthy of our Parish are replacing old ones at Burton Hull and Common Road, and a smaller one is becoming a footpath map at the Burton Hill Bus Shelter.

We welcomed the appointment of two tree wardens and are grateful to the volunteers under Ann Skinner who maintain the Corston Pond Nature Reserve.  We also welcome the formation of a Playground Group who have given themselves the task of upgrading the Corston Playing Field and raising money towards it.

The Milbourne Residents Association have purchased three lovely benches for the Telephone Box corner, and passed which the Wiltshire Cycle path runs.  The Parish replaced the British Legion seat at Burton Hill, and are actively looking to re-furbishing the Corston War Memorial names.

Councillor Allen Webb died in March, having served nineteen years and we will miss his valuable local knowledge.  This leaves a vacancy on our Council, and this is a moment for us to thank the present Councillors for their outstanding voluntary contribution to our community, and for each of us to consider volunteering to stand in the May 2013 Election.
SEAGRY SCHOOL - KEVIN PAINTER 
Mr. Painter explained that Seagry School covers Seagry and Rodbourne and is also linked to Somerford School and explained the class structure.  The OFSTED report was good and the School showed outstanding features - the School is now working towards an outstanding appraisal., Mr. Painter said that unfortunately the school intake numbers are now decreasing.

The Chairman thanked Mr. Painter for such an informative report.

TREE WARDEN REPORT - Mrs. Staff and Mrs. Clogg
Mrs. Clogg reported  that the duties of a Tree Warden includes looking into Tree

Planning Applications, assessing trees for Tree Protection Orders and attending tree warden events, and also investigating many varied tree diseases.

 Tree Wardens also look into the possibility of private woodland areas and all aspects of ‘Walk in the Woods’.   Mrs. Clogg also mentioned that they have also viewed many ancient trees at Longleat.

The Chairman extended grateful thanks to Mrs. Clogg and Mrs. Staff for this Report and also the work carried out on behalf of our parish.

COUNCILLOR JOHN THOMSON - WILTSHIRE COUNCIL

Councillor Thomson expressed his appreciation on how lucky and fortunate we are to live in such pleasant surroundings.

Councillor Thomson spoke of the higher number of older people who will be requiring care and support in the future and stated that very few financial cuts have been made in Wiltshire and it is hoped there will be no Council Tax increase in the next two years.  £52 million will be allocated in the next four years for adult care and schooling.
Councillor Thomson stressed it is important to build smaller businesses and that young employment is very much in demand.

Councillor Thomson said that by having a Unitory Council huge financial savings had been made.

The Chairman queried the Special Strategy Charter - Councillor Thomson replied that 

Houses will only be built in areas where there is an actual need - and that now communities will have more say to decide what housing is necessary and to discuss

neighbourhood  plans and to have an input on what is vital.

Councillor Thomson said that special workshops will set up as soon as the framework has been determined.

The Chairman thanked Councillor Thomson for such an informative fulsome report,

P. C. HUMPHRIES - WILTSHIRE POLICE REPORT

The Chairman thanked P. C. Humphries for attending many Meetings held in the past year.  P.. C. Humphries said that we are very fortunate in this area that it is relatively crime free and the figures show that local crime has not really increased.

P. C. Humphries will supply an enlarged up to date Police report that will be displayed on our notice boards throughout the parish.

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH - MR. I. MACE

Mr. Mace reported that crime and antisocial behaviour as been low in recent months.

There have been a few break-ins to garden sheds, due to the high price of oil -  oil tanks have been drained.  Scrap metal prices are high and there have been some instances where scrap metal, obsolete farm machinery and builders waste have been stolen.

Mr. Mace urged all households to secure their homes as in summer months windows are open, garden equipment , mowers, strimmers etc are all very easily accessable.
The Chairman extended grateful thanks to Mr. Mace for this Report and also for

the continued excellent commitment given by him -  for which we as a parish are very grateful.

THE LEAGUE OF FRIENDS - PRIMARY CARE TRUST

The Chairman spoke of the excellent good works that have benefited the Primary 

Care Trust and also Athelstan House - the funds raised by the local community

also legacies  are much appreciated and valued and well received.

We have an updated list from Mr. R. Clark to be attached to these Minutes.

LINK TRANSPORT 

Both the Chairman and Councillor Merriman are Link Volunteer drivers who drive people to Hospitals, for medical appointments, and to the shops etc.  Link is funded

by Wiltshire Council and donations.  Councillor Merriman said the area covered is vast and suggested a poster displaying Link services be put of the Notice Boards. 
READING ROOM COMMITTEE - Mrs. M. Inwards

Mrs. Inwards reported that following the retirement of Guy Oswald as Vicar - Corston and Rodbourne became part of Malmesbury Parish.

The Reading Room Committee has three Trustees who are Andy Hatherell, Rita Pike 

and Maureen Inwards.  The Committee is without a nominated Chair since Guy Oswald retired - the next Annual General Meeting is on 9th May at the Reading Room - all are welcome.

Issues covered were :- Meetings every second month, Business Rates have been granted a 50% reduction and it is hoped to achieve an exempt status.  Fundraising is very important and several events are held and much enjoyed.  It is hoped to resurrect the hoped for car park when the rates issue has been finalized.

The Chairman thanked Mrs. Inwards for continued commitment to the Reading Room.
PLAYGROUND GROUP - MRS. E. MARRIAGE

Mrs. Marriage reported that there are 18 families in Corston who have pres-school children and thus explained the importance and interest shown in improving this playing field.  Mrs Marriage also mentioned that older children and adults would also benefit from this playing field being utilised for adult training  so the whole community could benefit.

A questionnaire will be in the next monthly Signpost Magazine asking for local ideas and or suggestions.  

Councillor Thomson congratulated the Playground Group for their professional approach in forming the Committee and offered his help and advice when required.

The Chairman thanked Mrs. Marriage for this Report and commitment shown by all.

CORSTON POND - REPORT FROM MS. SKINNER
Ms. Skinner sent apologies for this Meting - the Chairman reported that this is a much loved area and Ms. Skinner has prepared a 5 year plan on this our own area of outstanding natural beauty.

The Working Party have worked hard and tirelessly throughout the year - Ash trees

And briars and overgrowth has been cut back - but in sympathy to all wildlife there.

In Spring the frogs were spawning and it is a haven for natural wildlife to live undisturbed and safely.

The Chairman expressed grateful thanks to Ms. Skinner and to all those who have

kindly joined the working party and given their time and labour.

CHURCHWARDEN REPORT - MRS. A. PAYNE

Councillor Payne read out the Report on behalf of Mrs. Payne our Churchwarden

which said that the year has been quite successful - Services have been well attended

especially family ones.  In July there was another Pet Services this was held at Firs Farm and attended by a large number of adults, children, 6 horses and 15 dogs.
Two weddings were held in the Parish and also funerals.  Choral evensong are held with the Abbey on the fifth Sundays.  Rodbourne Festival will be held on 26th June.

Both Churchyards are kept in tip top condition.

The Chairman extended many thanks to Mrs. Payne in her capacity as Churchwarden and for overseeing and being very much involved in the Church.

CORSTON TO MALMESBURY PAVEMENT

The Chairman said we are not at all happy or satisfied with the maintenance received from Highways - the current weed killing exercise was not effective and it is hoped we may have a 5 year plan of action - in the meantime we will continue to lobby for 

This pavement to be better maintained.

OPEN DISCUSSION AND QUESTIONS

COUNCILOR Payne mentioned the Railway embankment from the top to Rodbourne Bottom - due to previous work done the road has been damaged, 
 Councillor Thomson suggested that a condition Survey should have been done prior to any works done so that a redress could be applied.  It was decided we should write 
to  Mr. M. Bevan of Highways and request a condition survey - Councillor Thomson asked if he could have a copy and then if necessary a claim could be made.

The Meeting concluded at 8.55p.

The Chairman said he was very pleased so many had attended this Meeting and thanked all for attendance and reports.

………………………………………..   Chairman

………………………………………..      Dated

